FORESIGHT: The Genesis of the Collection 1945-54
In 1945 an art collection was established by the Queensland Teachers' Training College (now forming part of QUT's Kelvin Grove campus). The founders foresaw the benefits of creating an art collection as a teaching resource. Funds for the establishment of the Collection were meagre. As a result various artists from around Australia were asked to donate a work of art to the College, and students donated funds to annually purchase artworks. Several artists generously responded and the QUT Art Collection was born. This handful of artworks were the genesis of the QUT Art Collection and from these humble beginnings the Collection has evolved over a 60 year period to boast some 2,000 works.
Works of art by notable Australian artists, with a focus on Queensland, form the core of the Collection. While the acquisition program now focuses on more contemporary work, when an appropriate opportunity arises we cast an eye back to the Collection's origins and consider works from earlier days in Australia's artistic legacy.
Selection of works from Foresight: The Genesis of the Collection 1945-1954
Both Margaret Preston and Lionel Lindsay have focussed on a place.
How do the works differ stylistically? How have they used different mediums to achieve these styles?
Why do you think they chose these locations? Highlighting the Museum's commitment to in-depth collecting in specific areas, the collection offers a focussed perspective on Australian visual culture, Queensland art, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art and, more recently, new media.
The Museum collects works of art, through purchase or gift, and also through bequests. Nearly 800 works have been acquired during the period 1995-2004. The majority of these holdings are contemporary works created from the mid 1990s by Australian artists, particularly young and emerging practitioners. They include various media such as painting, sculpture, printmaking, drawing, photography, assemblage, ceramics and video.
The central focus of The Recent Past is diversity, which is reflected in the varied cultural backgrounds of the artists represented and the different themes and issues covered by their work. The human condition, cultural identity, nature and the environment, the subconscious, fantasy and reality, and reclaiming the past are some of the themes explored here through different expressive means.
The exhibition celebrates the richness of the Museum's contemporary collection and investigates the issues and ideas it embraces. It looks at the complexity and variety of possibilities that exist within contemporary art and the new and imaginative ways Australian artists express their understanding of the versatile and at times chaotic world in which they live.
For the Museum, this means that its collection must be a laboratory where the public can explore the relationship between contemporary art and the art of the immediate past, in an ongoing effort to continue to define and appreciate the art of today and the cultural and social imperatives which shape it.
